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VARIATIONS FOR DOUBLE.BASS

benjamin patterson

. pitches, dynamics, durations and number of sounds to be

tV'produced in any one variation in this composition are not

notated, (in the first performance by the composer a graphlc

-gcore derived from ink blots was used as a guide; however,

there are many other satisfacory soldtions,)
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_ unfold world map on floor. circle with pen, pencil, etc. city

in which performance is being given. locate end pin of hgss
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using four different toy whistles, animal or bird imitators or

calls, etc. tune strings of bass as well as possible,




. - III, _ .

produce a number of arco, quasi-webern aounds/{uu;iwé/
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place a nunber of wooden and plastic spring-type clothespins
Jus !

on strings %&v'&-h&l-c&n-ehvs-above bridge in suc'z a namgt

they rattle and/or produce odd tones. arcotrills
and/or lonz tones. L -

Me

V-

--":--—
Lanat}

weave strips of scid_'fwr through strings in space
"between bridge and fingerboard. faateq_fg_up_gb_Lo;fzﬂul:piﬂgj_i_cz",

e
butterflies to strings over gold paper. performing normal,

"bartok" and/or "finzernail® pizzicati, catapult butterflies
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from strings. _—
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. ste amps ("C" claps, uoodworking, etc. of various sizes)
over playing area on each of the four stpings. flip clamps
"~ - with fingers in such a'héhnér;that'they reboﬁnd/betéeen
v

adjacent strings.
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; place small o ects of ﬁg:::’ rec ips nair pins etc.)

ing in vatrious p ions ‘above bridﬂe._ erform

/

tops, ardo and/or pi zicato.
_ . VIII. ‘
holding baég_by fingerboard-upside-down, balance on-scroll.
‘i; rub ébjéct‘Sif;gbber”fgaéé;-laather brush, etc.) over
. b strings EOL&J&
«7\X 2. rub, crumbling to small pleces, large piece of cellotex
\\q ‘éb .. over strings " .
‘AJ ¢6 3. roll narrow wheeled furniture caster slowly down from
ﬁ1i i} endoin over tailpiece, bridge, G string and into pegbox
\b$L " (caster may squeak)

IX.

holding bass right-side-up perforn
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nerfom piar*is_. 1-:0,,medium ‘and -short tones o with.mute

e e ?_%ZL 92X "'%5M¢¥J/<

agitatie atrina's "ith r lowi mat

?*!Z%% (as wib@ haj.rzn us

rials

a,y amploy fni rror)

2?‘ newspaper holder (woclé%ckbs as used in libraries)

filled with tissua paper newspaper, cellophane, toilet
' paper, tinroil, etc

f';-l,":‘." F feather duster (red*—- p?leb co(‘“‘ >
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&\"{hum- (optional) WH/A jwese Awu,u.q
ﬁz_'{"?"iay bass on side. slap and knock with flat and knuckles of hands
XIII.
place bass on lin ascorner, or on & chaif
. Jﬁﬂﬁtﬁ jigénéég or spanish hand fan and blow with

J -
-~ -? mouth éver strinﬂ's =L UT\W/K—WTHM
3 2. place inside bass one end of flexible tube to which is
attached a ballon..(f-hole) fasten pump or mouth to other

end and inflate ballon. detatch pump, attach whistle and

allow ballon to deflate blowing whistle. ?W
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P (may overlap above) |

pull “chain” (previously prepared) of various threads, cords,
strings, roves, shoelaces, plastic, insulated electric wiring,
"andfor o0ld rags out. of bass tarough f-hole. "chain"may be

§ D
;‘cék replaced again inside through opposite f-hole. ://
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v, /
péz-box préviously preparéd with a) £illing of small pieces
of wire,ICUlcred pa?ar, plastic, metal’or b) eatibles and

covered with unobtrusive black paper.

1. open hole in paper cover with corkscrew, drill, knife,l
saw, and/or scissors.
,  2. clean out foreign material with dining fork (eat)
- 3. choose texts or pictures from newspaper, magazipe, etc.
crumple and place in veg-box. /

li. replace paper cover and tape ¢losed.
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Covel leed bows Tre
pull sillkstocking over scroll and fasten with garter—around

neck above saddle. set on chair., peg-box (toe) down and place

rose between strings under bridge. | | Zan )
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XVIiI,

messaze (reading aloud) and stamp plcture postcard.

adiress, write

post in f-hole.

evd zhel axd EC«‘I;V b i3l

cologne, 1951
revised pittsburgh, 1962
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